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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

Fellow-citizens of the Senate
and of the House of Represcntatives.

In resuming your labors in the service
of the people, it is a subject of congratula-
tion that there has been no perivd in our
past history, when all the elements of na-
tional prosperity have been so fully devel-
-oped.  Since your last session no afflicting
dispensation has visited our country; gen-
eral good henlth has prevailed; abundance
has erowned the toil of the husbandman;
and labor in all its branches is receiving
an ample reward, while a contiued science,
and the arte are rapidly enlarging the
means of sncial happiness. The progress
of our country in her career of greatness,
not only in the rast extension of vur4crri-
tarinl limits and the rapid increase of onr
population, but in resources and wealth,
nnd in the happy condition of our people,
is withoutexamplein the history of nations.

As the wisdom,strength, and benificence
of our free inetitutions are unfulded, every
day adds fresh motivesto contentment, and
freah incentives’to patiiotism.

Quir devoul and sincere acknowledge-
ments are due to the gracivus Giver of all
gooil, for the numberless blessings which
our beloved country enjoys.

It is a source of high satisfaction to know
that the relations of the U, States wiih all
other nations, with a single exception, are
of the most amicable character. Sincere-
ly attached to the policy of peace, early
adopted and steadily pursued by this gov-
ernment, I have anxiously desirad to culu.
vate and cherish friendship and commerce
with every fureign power. The spirit and
hubits of the American people are favora-
ble’ 1o the maintenance of such interna-
tional harmony. In adhering to 1his wise
poliey, a preliminary und paramount duty
obvinusly consists in the protection of vur
natinnal interests from encroachment or
sacrifice and our national honor from re-

roach. Thesc must be maintnined ot nny
M:.::nrd. They admit of no compromise
or neglect, and muxt be scrupulously and
emstantly guarded. In their vigilant vin-
dication, collizion and conflict with foreign
pnwers mhy sometimes become unuvoida-
ble. Such has been our serupulous adher-
unce to the dictates of justice, inall vur for-
eign intercourse, that, llmug_h steadily and
rapidly advancing in prosperity and power,
we have given‘no just cause of compluint
to any nation, anid have enjnyed the bles.
siugs'of peace fur more than thirty years.
From a policy so sacred to humanity, and
so salutary in its effects upon our pulitical
rystem, we should neverbe induced volun-
tarily to deparl.

The existing war with Mexico was nei-
ther desired nor provoked by the U. States.
On the gontrary, all honorable means were
resorted to, toavert it.  Afieryears of en-
durance of aggravoted and unredressed
wrongs on our part, Mexico., in violation
of solemn treaty stipulations, and of every
principle of justicerecognised by civilized
nations, commenced hostilities; and thus,
by her own act, forced the war upon us.
Lang before the advance of our army to
the left bank of the Kio Grande. we hail
ample cause of war against Mexico; and
had the United States resorted to this ex-
tremity, we might have appealed to the
whole civilized world for the just€e of our
cnuse,

I deem it to be my daty present o
you, on the present occasion, a condensed
review of the injuries wa had sustained, of
the causes which led to the war, and of its
progress since its commencement, ‘This
is rendered the more necessary becaunse of
the misapprehensions which have to some
extent prevailed as to its origin and true
charncter.—I'he war hus been represented
as unjust and unnecessary, and ns one of
aggression on our part upon a weak and
injured enemy. Buch erroncous views,
though entertained by but few, have been
wiilely and exiensively circulated not only
at home, but have bean spread throughout
Mexico and the whole world. A more efl:
cciual means could not have been deviscd
to encourage the enemy and protract the
war than to advocute and adhere to their
cause, antl thus give them **aid aud com.
fort.”

It is a source of national pride and ex.
ulintion, that the great body of our people
have thrown no such obstacles in the way

ol the government in prosecuting the war
successfully, but have shown themselves to
be ‘emiuently patriotic. and ready'ta vindi-
cate their country’s honer and interests at’
any sacrifice. The alucrity and prompi-
aess with which our volunteer forees rush-
ed to the field on their country’s cull,
prove not only their patriofism, but their
deep conviction that onr cause is just.

The wrongs which wehave sufiered from

independent Power, and the patient enilu-
rance with which we have borne them, are
without o parallel in thehistory of modern
civilized nations.—There is reason 1o be-
lieve that if these wrongs had lLeen. resen.
ted and resisted in the first instange, the
present war might have been avoided.
One outrage, however, permitted to pass
with impunity, almost necessarily ereour-
nged the perpetration of another, until at
lust Mexico scemed to attribute to wenk-
ness and indecision on our part a forbesr-
ance which was the olspring of mugnani-
mtty, and of a sincere desire ta preserve
friendly relntions with a sister republic.

Scarcely had Mexico achieved her inde-
pendence, which the United Sintes were
the firsl amongy the natinnsto arknowledge,
when she commenced the system of insult
and spoliation, which she has ever since
pursued.  Qur citizens engaged in lawful
commerce were imprisoned, their vessels
scized, and our flag insulted in her ports.
Ifmuney was wanted, the lawless svizure
and conliscation of our merchant vesselsuud
their cargoes wasa ready resource; and if
tu accomplish their purposes it became ne-
cessary Lo imprison the owners, caplaing,
and erews, it was done. Rulers superse
ded rulers in Mexico in rapid suceession,
but siill there was no change in thissystem
of depredation.  The government of the
United States made repented reclimations
on behalf of its citizens, but these were an-
swered by the perpetration of new. out-
rages. Promises of redress made by Mexi-
co in the most solemn furims were postpo-
ved orevaded.  Thae files and records ol
the Departmeit of Stnte contain conelusive
prools of numerous lnwless aets prerpetra-
ted upon the praperty and persons of onr
citizens by Mexieo, unid of wonton insulis
to vur nationul flar.  T'he inerposition of
our government to obtuin redress wasneain
and again invoked, under cireumstances
which no nation nught to dis:evard.

It was haped that these ontrages waonld

by the laws whieh reculate the comluct of
civilized nations in theiv interesnrse with

Mexico alinost cver singe she becume an{

crase, atd that Mexieo wanld he restrained |

Senate, in theirreport, sny: “After such
a demand, should prompt justice be refused
by the Mexican government, we may ap-
peal 1o all nntivns not only for the equity
and moderntion with which we shall have
acted towards a sistet republic, but ' the
necessity which will then compel us to scek
redress fur - our ‘wrongs, either by actuul
war or by reprisals.—'T'he subject will thea
bo presented before Conpress, at the com.
mencement of the next session, in a clear
and distinet form; and the commitlee enn-
notdobt but that such measures will be
immediately adopted as may be necessary
to vindicete the honor of the cm:'l'.lr_\'. and
insure emple reparation to our injured citi-
zeng," :

The Committee -an Foreign Affairs of
of the House of Representatives made a
similar recommendation, In their report,
thiey say that they “fully concur with the
Progident that ample cause exists for tuk-
ing redress intn our own hands, and  be-
lieve that we should be justified in the op-
inionufother nations for taking sucha slep,
But they are willing to try the experiment
of unother demand, made in the most sol-
emn form, upon the justice of the Mexican
};IJ"(‘Y"!TII?I“. hefore nny 'llr‘.ll(‘r III‘HCL'('{]'
ings are adopted.”

- Nodifference of apinion upon the sub-

Jeetis believed to have existed in Congress

ut that time; the Exceutive and Legislative
departiments conenrred; and yet such lins
beenour forbenrance, and desire to preserve

peace with Mexico, that the wrongs’ of!

which we then complained, und which gave
tise to these solemn proceedings, notonly
remain unredressed to thisday, but addi-
tionul causes of complaini, ol an aggrava-
el ehrracter, have ever since been accu-
mulating,

Shortly after these praceedings, a spe-
cinl messenger wus despatched o Mexico,
to moke o final demand for redress; and on
the twentieth of July, 1537, the demanil
was made, The reply of the Mexican
gavernment bears  date on the twenty-
ninth of the same month, and conwmins
assurenees  of the “anxions wish™ of
the Mexican government “not to delay
the moment of that finsl ant-equitable ad-
Justment which is to terminate the existing
difiiculiies between the twao governments;"
that “anthing should be leftundone which

iy contnbate to the most gpeedy and

cquitable determination  of the subjects
whieh have so seriously enoaeed the nlten-
tinn of the American government;”" that
the “Mexican government would adopt, ns
the only guides for its conduet, the Plainest

each other ulter the treaty of winity, coon.
meree, and nan i'-jnutinn ol the Bih ol Apoil,
1831, was coneluded between the twan re-
publies: but this hone <on proved ta b
vuin,  The covese ol seizure and vonfi<en-
tion of the propeny of our eitizens, the
vialation of their prersons amd the fosulis o
our flag pursued by Mesteoprevious ot
tine, were seareely suspenided for cven o
briel pecivd, aliliign e treniy sa o elear.
ly detines the nglins and daties of 1he re-
spective parties that it is impossibile towis
understamd or imistike them. b less than
seven years alier the conelusion of 1hat
ireaty our grievances i hecome so jnto-
lerable that in the apinion of President
Jackson, they should no longer be endared.
In Lis messuge Lo [.:nn,__:rv.-ﬁ, in I"ulu‘n.—u')’_
1837, he presented tiem (o the considera.
tion of that body, and deelured that " The
length of time sinee some of the injuries
have been eommitted, tie repeated and nna-

ton character of some of the owpares tpoan
the property amd pessons of v eitizens,
upon the ofiicers and lag of the Unied
States, independent of recent insulis ta this
givernment and peaple by he Lite exirn-
ordinary Mexican minister, wonld justifyin
the eyes ol all nations immedinte war,'

however, he recommended reprisals as a
wilder mode of redeess, e declared that
war should not be used us o romeldy thy
just nnd gencrons wntions, conliding in
their strength for injuries commined, i it
cun honarably avoided,” aud wilded, i1 has

embarrassed condition of thut counlry, we
should net with bath wis " m and modern-
tian, by giving to Mexi. .. ane more uppors
tunity to utone for the past, before we tnke
redrese into our own hands. T'o avoid oll
misconception on the part of Mexico, os
well as to protect our own national ehnr-
ter from reproach, this opportunity shoul
be given with the avowed desian wud full
prepuration to tnke imedinle satlsfaetion,
ifitshould nat be nbnined an o repetition
of the demand farin, 'T'o thisemd 1 recom=
mend that wn act be passed authorizing re-
prisals, and the vee of the vaval fourcee of
the United States, by the Exeentive, against
Mexieo, to enfo:ce them in the evertofa
refusal by the Mexican government 1o
come s vn amicable ndjustment of the mat.
lers in conlroversy betwesn us uron ano-
ther demand thereof, made from on board
one of our vessels of war on the couast of
Mexico.!

Commiittee of hoth houses of Congress,
to which this message of 1his President was
referred, fully suswmined his views of the
charneter of the wronps which we hud suff-
ered from Mexico, amd recommended tha
another demand torredress should be made
before authorizing war or reprisnls. The

[ been given or offored
In o spirit of kinduess and forhearance, |

priveiples of public night, the  sacred obli-
wations iinposial by interantional law, and
the religions funith of treaties;” and that
“whatever reason o justice mav dictate
tespeetivg each ease will be done.,”  1'he
pEsuratee was further givers, that the deci-
siem ol the Mexican governmeni npon ecach
citise ol camplaint, tor which redress had
been demanded, should Le eommunienterl
to thegaveriment of the United  Staids by
the Mexican Minister a Washington,
Phese solemn assuritnecs, in answer (o
onr demand for redress, were disregarded,
By muking themn, however, Mexico ubtain-
cd further delav. President Van Baren, in
his annual messaoe to Congress ol the fifth
of December, 1837, states that “although
the larger number” of our demands for re-
dress, and “many of them ageravated cases

of versonal wrougs, have been now for

fvears before the Mexican government, aml

those of the most oflensive charneter, nd-
vailing applications for redress, the wan. |

mitted of wnmediane, simple, and satisfac.
tory replics, itis only within o few days
past than any specific communicution in
answer o oour last demaml, made  five
months ava, has beea received from the
Mexiean mini=ter;” amid that “for not one
of sur public complai

s bns satistacton
o that but one of the
cases ol persoral wione hns been Favorably

teansidered, and that but four eases of hoth
deseriptions, out of all those formerly pre-

oceured to methat, considering the present |

sented, nnd carnesuy pressed, have as yet
beemdecided upon by the Mexican govern-
ment,  President Yan Buren, believing
thatitwoull be vain to make any further
aitempt 1o obtain redress by the ordinary
means within the power ol the Executive,
communicated this opinion to Congress, in
the messave referred 1o, in which the suid
HOn o carelul und delibernte, exnminat on
of the contents,” (ol the correspomlence
with the Mexican government,) “und con-
sidering the spivit manitested by the Mexi.

peun government, ithas beeome my painful
fduty w return e subjectas ivnow stunds,

Committee on Foreign Relations of the

to Congress, to whom it belongs, to decide
upnn the time, the mode, and the measure
af redress™  [lad the United Staies atithat
time wdopted compulsary  measures, and
tken redeess into their own hands, oll our
diflicnlties with Mexico would probably
Bave been long sinee adjusted, and the ex=
tsting war have been nverted, Magranimity
and moderation on our part anly had the
eHeel 1o complieate these difliculties; and
remler on amieable settlement of them the
more emburrassing,  ‘Ihat sueh measures
of redres<, under similar provocations,
committed by any of the powerful nations
ol Forope, would hinve been prompily re.
soried o by the U, Suiteas, cannot be donbt-
e The national honor, and the preser.
vation of the national clurneter through-
out the world, as well us our own self-res
pectaml the protection due 1o our own
citizensy would Lave rendered guch aresort
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indispensable. * The history of no civilized
nation in modern.times has presented with-
in 8o brief a period g0 many wanton at-
tncks upon the honor of its flag, and (pon
the property and persons of 'its citizens,
as had at that time been borne by tlie U.
States from the Mexican authorities and
prople. * But Mexico was n sister republie,
oh the North Awmerican continent, occupy-
ing n lerritory contiguous to our own, and
wns in‘a feeble wnd distracted condition}
and these éonsiderations, it'is presumed,
intlueed Congress to forbear siill longer. '

Instead of ‘taking ‘redress into our own
hunds, a new negotiation was entered ‘upon
with fuir ‘promises on the part of ‘Mecxico,
but with the real purpose. as the' event has
proved, of indefinitely postponing the re-
paration which we demunded, and which
was so justly due. This negotiation, after
more'than a year's delay, résulted 'in 'the
convention of the eleventh of A pril, 1839,
“for the adjustment of claims of citizens
of the United States of America upon the
government of the Mexican Republic.”"—
The joint board of commissioners crea-
ted by this convention to examine and de-
cide upon these claims was nat organized
until the month of August, 1840, end un-
der the terms of the convention they were
toterminnte their duties within eighteen
months from that time.—Four of the cigh-
teen monihs were consumed in preliniina-
ry discussions on frivolous and dilaiory
puints raised by the Mexican commission-
ers; und it was not nntid the month of De-
cember, 1840, that they commenced the
examination of the elaims upon Mexico.
Fourteen manths only remained to exam-
ine and decide' upon these numerous and
complicated cases.  In the month of Feb-
rnary, 1812, the term of the commission
expired, leaving many claims undisposed
of for want of time.” The claims which
were allowed by theboard, and the umpire
nuthorized by the convention to decide in
case af disogreement beiween the Mexjcan
und American commissioners. amounted to
two million twenty-six thonsaud one hun-
dred and thirty-nine dollars and sixty.eight
cents.  There were pending before the
umpire when the commission expired nddi-
tional claims which bad been examined and

antd had not been allowed by the Mexican
commissioners, amounting to-nine-hundred
and twenty-eight thousand six hundred and
twenty-seven dullars and eight eents, upon
which he did not decide, alleging that his
uuthurity had ceased with the termination
ol the juint commission. Besides these
claims, there were others of American citi-
zensamounting to three million three hun-
ared nod thiny six thousand cight hundred
wid thirty-seven dollars and five cenls,
which hud been submitted to the bouard,and
upon which they had not time to decide be-
tore their finul adjournment.

The sumof two million twenty-six thouw-
sand one hundred and thirty-nine dollurs
and sixty-cight cents, which had been a-
warded to the claimants, was a liquidated
and uscertained debi due by Mexico, nbout
which there could be no dispute, and which
she was bound to pay according 1o the
termis of the convention, Soon after the
finul awards for thisamount had been made,
the Mexican government asked for a post-
ponement ofthe time of muking payment,
alleging that it would be inconvenient to
make the payment at the time stipulated.
Inthe spiritof forbearing kindness towards
a sister republic, whizh Mexico has so long
abused, the United States promptly eom-
plied with her request. A second conven-
tion was necordingly ceneluded between
the two guvernments on the thirtieth of Ju.
nuary 1813, which upon its face declares
“that this new arrangement is entered into
for the accommuodation of Mexico.." By
the terms of this convention, all the inter-
est due on the swards which had been
infavor of the claimants under the eonven-
tion of the eleventh of April, 1839, was
to be puid to them on the thirtieth of A pril,
1813, und “the principal of the snid awards,
aml the interest aceruing thereon,” was
stipulated to “be puid in five years, in equal
instulmients every three months.” Not-
withstanding this new convention was en-
tered into at the request of Mexico, and
for the purpose of relieving her from em-
barrassment, the claimants have only re-
ceived theinterest due on the thistieth of
Apnl, 1843, and three of the twenty in.
stalments. — Although  the payment of
the sum thue liquidated, and confesed-
ly due by Mexico to our cilizens as in-
demnity for neknowedged acts of out-
rage ond wrone, was secured by treaty,
the obligations of which nre ever hell
sucred by all just nations, ‘yet Mexico
hus violuted this solemn engagement by
by failing and refusing to make the pny-
menl. The two instalments due in April
and July, 1844, under the peculiar eircum.
stances connected with thein, have been
ussumced by the U. States and dischurged
to the cluimants, but they are stll due by
Mexico.  But this 1s notall of which we
huve just cause of comphaint, To pravide
aremedy for the claimonts whose cases
were notdecided by the joint commission
underthe convention of April the eleventh,
1839, it was expressly stipuluted by the
sixth nriicle of the eonvention of the thir.
tieth of January, 1843, that *3 new con.
vention shall be entered into for the set.

tlement of all claims of the government

uwurded by the American commissioners,’

aud citizens of the United Siates, againet
the republic of Mexico which xere not
finally” decided Ly the. late .commission
which ‘met in'the city. of Waehington, an

of all claims of thegdvernment and ¢iti-
zens of Mexico against the United Siates.”
. In conformity with this stipulation, a
third convention was concluded and sign.
ed at the city of Mexico ‘on wenticih
of November, 1843, ‘by the plenipotentiar-
ies of'the iwo governments, by which,pra»
vision wns ma e for h.-.'qizrlaiu_'mg, nd pay-
Ing these claims. ;. In Junuary, 1844, 1hi

convention was ratified 'by the Scnatz o
the United States' with two aimendments

which were manifestly reasonnble in their
character, Upon a reference of the amend-

ments proposed 10 the government of Mex-
ico, the same evasione, dificullies, aud de.
lays“were intefposed which ‘have so long.
marked the policy of that government to-
wards the Jni!e( States, It-lias not even
yet decided whether it would or would ,not
accede to them, elthough the subject ‘has
been repeatealy pressed upen its conside.
ration, ; G

Mexico has thus violated a second time
the faith of- treaties, by fuiling or refusing
1o carry into effect the sixth article of the
conventian of January, 1843. '

Sach is the history of the wrongs which
we have suffered and patiently endured
from Mexico'through a Jung series of years.
So fur from affording reasonable sutisfac-
tion fur the injurics and insults we have
borne, a great aggravation of them con-
sigls in lﬁs fuct, that while. the United
Stales, anxious Lo preserve a good under-
standing with Mexico, have been constant,
Iy, but vainly, employed in secking redress
for past wrongs, new vulrages were con-
stantly oceurring, which liave continued to
increase our causes of compluing and tg
swell the amount of our demands, " While
the citizens of the United Statcs were cpns
ducting a lawful commerce with Mexico
under the guaranty of a treaty of *'amity,
cominerce, and navigation,” many of them
huve suffered all the. injuries which wauld
have resulted from-open war. This treaty,
instead of affording protection to our cit’
zens, has beep 1he means of invitiing ther;
into the ports of Mexico, that they might
be, us they have 'been in numcrous instan-
ces, plundered of their property an
deprived of tleir persanal liberty if they
dared insisi on their righte.
unlawful scizures of American properiy,
and the violation of personsl libériy of oyr
citizens, to say nothing of theinsulis o our.
flag which have-occuried in the ports of
Mexico, taken place on the high seas they
would themselves long since have constis
tuted a state .of actual war_ between ¢hs
two couniriee, ' In so long suffering Mexi-
co 1o violute her most solemn treaty obli-
gations, plender our citizens of tlicir pro-
perty, and imprison their persons without
uffording them any redress, we have failed
to perfurm oue of the first and highest
duties which every government owes to its
citizens; and the consequence has been,that
many of them have'been reduced from a
state of nffluence to baukruptey. “The
proud name of American citizen, ‘which
ought to protect all who beat it from insult
and injury throughout the, worhl,' hLes
afforded no such protection to aur citizens
in Mexico, We had ample cause of war
ngainst Mexico long before the breaking
outof hostilities. But even then we furbore
10 tnke redress into our own hands, until
Mexico hersclf beeame the sggressor by
invading our soilin hostile arroy and shed<
ding the blood of our citizens,

Such are the grave causes of complaint
on the part of the United States against
Mexico—causes which existed long-before
the annexation of exas to'the American
Union; and yet, animated by the love of
peace, and a magnanimous moreration, weé
did not adopt those measures of redress
which, under such circumstances, are the
justified resort of injured nations.

The annexation of Texas to the United
Srates conslituted no just cause of offence
to Mexico. The pretext that it did so is
wholly inconsistent, and irreconcilable
with well authenticated facts connected
with the revolution by which Texas became
independent of Mexico. That ihis may
be the more manifest, it may be’ préper to
advert to the causes and 1o the history of
the principal events of that revolution,

T'exas constituted a portion ‘of the an.
cient province of Louisiann, ceded to the
United States by France inthe year 1803.
[n the year 1819, the United States, by tho
Florida treaty, ceded to Spain all that pars
of Louisiana within the present limits of
Texas; and Mexico, by the Revolution
which separated her from Spain, and ren-
dered her an independent nation,.succeed.
ed to tharights of the mother country over
this territory. In the year 1824, Mexico
estublished a federal eonstitution, under
which the Mexican Republic was composed
ofa number of sovercign Statcs, conl[:nler-
ated togetherin a federal Union similat (o
vur own, Each of tliese Statcs had ifs own

for all except federal purposes, was as in—
dependent 6f the general government, and
that of the other States, ‘as is Péni: syizania
or Virginiaunder onr constilution.  Texas
and Coahuila united ‘and formed one of
these Mexican States. ‘The Stato con-
stitution which they adopted, and which
was appraved by the Mexican con-

Ind  the ~

Executive, Legislature, and Jjudiciary, and, .




